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Aace and |dentity as Digital Assemblage

Jennifer Gonziler

To append & 50 aiwch of fix something onte something che. The Latin st
pendere maarns 0 kang o0 hang something (an a2 leg, o text) oo some-
thing che. [n aa uscaany way, an appendage Is shways considered integedd 1o
the odject 8 witich it s sl an additon. The wrmaltenecos necessty and muar-
pirakty of the appendange sl harectesines many of those material pracsces,
obpects aad wgna that are said 90 constract farms of socal and oadearsd ides-
tificeson. S grafiod cato the human sabjoor—auch s chething or netes,
- propctiom of othens bused upos histoeical cecumstnce, lecmon, la
- pupg—enunciine bomh defining dements of Gt selyect and part of an exter-
;:-‘ﬂmwmmmmuan-‘maw-
:m»--.mmm'wwumsm
here: thar of 3 sbiect that is compeinad of sppendages, of parts put sogether,
of wpplementary materiaby, or that of & wbject oe person who is defined by o
relation of sepplonotarity, sdded 1o s other principal body s the ool
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thon) Bas alse been chasspiomed & an inmavative space for he reinacription
cc redefisition of social relations, 4 well as the revenceptualization of the
eadivionsd markers of race and ethmicity, sexnalty and greder. There ane
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The esactment of racial Mersity in oslne dtes takes » variety of Sorma. 1n
scene caben users will sl identify (s whine, Made, Latino) in chats that solic
Suscronbon o0 the s of race. [n oeher Cases, race of ethinkoiny will be a defin-
g Seature of 3 webslie 10 which s wend photographs of thomuelves, sech
s wtex that fusction o sepport grocps for immaed race cosple. My foous bere,
bowever, s om the phastismatid represestalion of tace or ethaacty sd i par.
oulr 90 rooddels of hybnd racial Mentity that take the fourm of avatans or
other viesal ssemshlages of harman bodiex. 1nsolar s racid and ethaee idm-
tity s conxeived i masy coes 10 be limited 10 vidde s sach a olin color,
e oodor, of bome sructure, Yoey ae also coniervad m decvative features 1o
be amached or denached at will in the so-called arstionl or viral cooses of
crvte comsoquences & real as Thone occuring s other collurel dommaies of
social exchange sch o Dnerature, filn o moskc. Because “passing” (o0 pre-
tesding 50 Se what cor s nat) in cybernpace has become & sorm rather than
an exception, the repersentation of race s this spuce b complicancd by the fact
that mach of the activity osline b aboet Decoanting the fastasy of o raciad other.

Homi Bhabh's 1986 essay “The Ouher Question™ has been wsefidl 1o mry
own work for it caboration of the lizk betweoen racial sercotyping sad the
wtroctuesl Ssavowal that charadicrizes fethbium. Steroetypes are creuted by
colonsring Cultuoes, Pl dsserts, i onder %0 sk ceal Culourel JifSerence.
I oeder 10 disrvorw this Sfference, 2 wrll a5 the complex wbiecthoad of the
~ colorvand popelation, the serootype pooscats itwcll 24 2 Setab—n the foem of
- Biersture, nages, spoochby which the poasible threat of the “other's™ differ -
e ks sraredoomad [0 & safe fantasy Sor ©e codoniaer. Thas “the recognation
nd dnavoneal of Effrernce i abways distarbed by the quowion of i repre-
soatytion or conmtruction™ Bhablbu’s ssalyss secccods in drawing out the
1 of power than usderBie the colonislist emerpeine and that become
0 social and mutenal pracsces, Semething os e serw onder of
n required, | beliove, 1o 3ddecu e fantany stopin or dyvopess of Se
b that reproduce wicreotypes (parscubarly of race snd gender | ol an impees-
poce,
My beicf analynis bere s motivaned larpely by 3 curiosity conceraing rep-
: of Baonsan bodics onine. How do wxch vimeal reprosestation
] or challenge cureent conceptons of sacsl and cultusal deatity and
of power? In whan ways & haman Mentiny equated widh the notion of
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The Rocamdos Lasper s

& bodily anerabdage’ What are the posdbly ramifcations of wch an aquation
b concepsions of cultural bytwidity o the one hand, or & seveved cugenics on
the other!

T provocative sites will serve a8 & point of dacusson, thoegh there are
mury others appescing &by, UNIEINA, by the Rasvun artad Kostys Misoey,
od Bodasd INCorporated, by US-baed artit Victora Vews, sppese
supored, at lout i part, by the comemposary phensrsenon of svatar pood:
o Both webncties dev e sotnewdat froom e necm, peanng an wiessal yen
on the poodinon of “appeadad subjecta” partcadarly as those sabjocts are
concetwed as auersblod from duparsic koak demeats. Each sile offen e
wer the opportarsly 10 Cometrt of “sebena™ viseal mages of o body or of
Doy parts, and %0 examine other bodies that hawe boen pet on diplay. Thew
Two sites were chosen for comparson because e buman body » ficir pri-
mary focus and race or cthaicity s diconents of idamity are comspricuos
e prescace o bience it onch case. Bodh sdtes use the space of the compater
scroen % depict bodhes i pleces, wither s phetographic images o Sroe-
dimonssonal renditions of corposcal Eagments (arms, logp, beads, toon) that
can be selocted froem & mcns or ressensbiod. | am particelatly imterestiod in the
raoeilications of wach artistic pocdects for Thinking sboet the interpellanon of
wdividuds s embodied wbocn and the political, ethical, sad sovhetc
pomcas of chotce that they bmply.

Identity as Bodily Assemblage: Parts and

Proximate Relations

The tithe of Kostya Mitesev's webuite, UNDINA, b an scrooys for Usited
Digital Netosa. Lisked %0 & collective webpage fon & prowp of Rassin sartiss
and schodars who ety themmeives s Digital Body sad who particopes s
ehibitions held in the Moaet Gallery, 20 well s to the hoose page for the aty
of St Petersburg, the site has an imersational, cosmepolian, ad diplossetic
foel. At he sarne timse, UNIHNA s chearly posioned & & work of costempo-
rary an, shed within its own ddoctronkc gallery and addrewng an andiesce of
oeher arties and dovignens. ladoed, the bine between so-<allad bigh art and the
visual culture that pervades the Workd Wide Web has long been inattutinoally
cromsed losolar as touseums of ant (BCA Loadon, the Guggmbeios Mascun,
the Mescum of Modern Art, and w on) mgslarly daplsy caline art projecis

innttutioon of art education in isdusridired suticns offcr compeler graphs
2 & central cormgponent of thes Curriceba, 408 an crmcs produce manry ookne

Seemtor Goosses

asd offlise publications that addsen exchaisdy online 41 practice. M the
saene tiene, the work @ not enlkke other sites that are prosentod for endertain.
eut, Comencrie, of infoersation. The space is dectooei, the vernaculer s
ummamum.mmm-m
dictable. To wady works of art in this costest thas lvites cospurison % 3
brouder fickd of visual celtare {Le, svatr prodection) s well a6 4o paralicls in
other Loe 4t practices ead performances.

On the opming page of Kootys Misenev's UNTHNA apprears the familisr
figare of Loonsndo D Vincl's Aeenth contury Vierovian Man, with aryes asd
begs owtstresched, Scating in geomeri perfection (see fig 1), Aa boak pes
tuoe 00 the part of Mitencr, She Vizrsvian Mas situstes his work within sod
agunnt 3 tradition of figurative ncemativity. Leonardo’s prometry becoenes &
sign of the suosdacd agenst which the artin devclops bl own modd of con-
Semporary butian formi and being, while o the sanse time fhe body of man
vead w the centeal axis in & Setusclogy of Sody snhetypes. Miteney accuses
“WIMMM\.‘WWW«M
seprosestations of the body “for half & mallersivm™ Part of the posd of the
UNDENA webwite, according 10 the srmis, Is 10 de-ceater this traditiona) form
withh a st of collectively Corotsuctod now futere hosdies.

Comprised of thoee sepatine domaing, the UNDINA wse inchades & vietsal
galiery space that can be ravigased with VEML techrology, o planetary system
“popelned” by culturel erdbetypes, 3ad, the contral focen of the work, whae
maght be called 2 Satune dody tabie of new phyecal types. This last conssts of
# screen space divided im0 2 grid of mise sqeares, deplcting the hesd sona,
- and Segs of theee vertical fgures (we fig 2). Body ce body-past (mages that
huwe borm sabmined by wsees o that the artias has inchaded birmacl sre jokand
'_un.hdn.-t«uhmaw«&wmmdnacw
- Face ino » single body. The artia coosments, "In the project of UNINNA the
Ietrigee of he collective modding of the body of the fattse & mabitaised”
‘ mh»m-mwwmdmaamuww
_ﬂMMum.mﬂdamdwwwamﬁ-
€ mages of St bodicn” In the process, be sagperts that “you can (hedse
o model of 4 body, sternatively you can Creste # yourself with your
. The badies are timelen sod snoapmoss, St frees the self in the
duw*mmmm-hu'mmmm
o dcwdiu'uumlmdhkﬂyam
» Mitenew's project sppears progrosise in #o far s it sizas 10 undes-
Earvew concoptions of Busies being to shift Purvpess steadends of
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body sormativity bom cemter W pangpo; 3o offer 3 United Diaptal Natioss of

Gvense mermubosal memibenhip as & modd for fusure cubural Conlact ser-
haps even & “globul” village. But UNDINAS offornt te oxcape the caltere of the
soroatype oddly remscnies i narrow condines. The tesedt is ssere akin 1o
what meight be 3 Gntary in the foem of e sersealint game Eugquasite Corpae
The Doddics 22 Miscoevs body grid are “sndlen” o¢ perhaps inare pee.
ciacly, drtesochovnix, 1asoler as they are comprisad of both historscal and con
roporary limapes tha are also coastantly afting, the muic-and match ok
Ml recning of tamdermag oo sow configarations, Alosg the sow of
s, for example, ooe mught soe 2 portrail by Archinmbolddo o Rosetrs, »
1940s phvatograph of & besutfud black woman's face, of the bead of 3 white
muale fmbicar model: o %0080 bevel there might appear the basre breasts of »
POograpty meoded, 2 scanty clad Sark sirmod womnan or 3 while s 1 &
SR and T and for begs 3 par of comidat Boots, & photegraph of female o
2 the rare lontance, (nwles - gerelaka and hae WEN of the sender oot of

talaat. These and muay other mages Sashs coctnsally on end off i this i a4

By pame of duman cxhbanos and hybrideason. Fartades of wndresing

DS connecting with Gftural “othens” s axpressad is & panfudly swbwand
IOeTAgE, recanng in @ drange dyplnes,

Leaving bebend this scrven of sutomated ek, the sser can travel 5o the
planctary sealn of UNDENA populited by sdfecied acchetypal fgares of the
ey Mtoeodogy. Reber thun disecting Dese doddics it 2 st of lnter
chungeable pacts, e arvist preserts than within Caparies of his oz devin
g One can vivl, for cosnple, e et of 1he pods, the abienn, the beroes
B mpthologaoal heroes, the wonderland hesoes. 1he calt irmages, the Laatast)
il ismagen, or the mossters. Here, futere bodes are D 30 2rch Bvbeade 2
charesciers whiz s almost lney Ay Lasonocmy, and there stems 10 be lnde dis
Baction betweoea Micnev's wark and the «uliural meotypes poovided by
ooy avatar wies Fow cuarrple, abicrn are ather sk myes o Moe WPd iva
B herocs aoe wihise men with Mood hair: kiBers wear Alri or beaddrcancy;

And cebt insages incdude nude women of cobor
MBenev's work. perhugs cocncecioudy, perpetmsios &amaging rackal asd
ezayl sicrootypes—un e nofiisg scw 51 a0t oF vieus Osue yei, UNENNA
1 all e more inudious Decanse Of s wtopec and Bchusive rhetoric. adeed
mwthlf-'y Bt addrowm Sals work if & were not for it Qipposed allempe
10 phcrose & progeesiive meoded of fusare subdectiviey. In this coansert. the mou
1 Mpoct of B siie i the series of bmages that Coomvise (he sutomats
QM%.'.\'-\' fatwoe bodies cvemNiSed 2 & sosuaitary, ybeid feess. This

Figere T« UNETA
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tory that udmwhﬁmﬁwﬁhbhm

here played out ehectronically. 11 is also chear that this site devives ity foemsal
wractuoes from photemontage. Indeed. an obigue refesence % 1hnsah
Heck's work caa be found m Mitmer's o of 38 African headdresm thas hears
# rernurbable reserebianie o Dienbmd 11 Bl (Momaowent L Vany) fom
the series A avwew ahmagraphibahen Muoeas (Fum as Fribnagrapi
Maseaw) of 1926,

asofar as Kostys Mitency's progect relies spon, oc ot keast gestores towand,
these artitic precedents, it i tlempting to read UNDINA 20 simply an clec-
tromis extension of & Gl formal peaction, bt is slso sontething more The
st might be 1cad = 2 progeeuise recogrition of the fact of celtural hyted ey,
& recognition thal bumars arc oll produced through genetic and bngaiatic
mines. Yet, as | note above, the max in Mienev'’s umiverse depeads spon -
taral sevecaypes for Its model of the fumare. | have writion dscwhiere that the
wery concept of hybndity & hasnted by i sssengtion of arignal poring’
UNDINA, feaslly. docs Bttke 0 subwert the racial o calteral hocranchies tha
usnderlie its playfal. omstrous hybeids.

Mary Shelley’s Fronkomunw was an explocstion of peychological asd
moral trassformation, bt #t s semembered bot i popular caltuoe as the
sory of e reanisustion of dead Scsh, B¢ prodaction of & monstronity out of
parts of hursan bosdies, The monsmoos, s Tarbars Mari Stalfoed reminds
s, devives etymelogically fom e Latin monutmire “10 thone” fom monere,
“1o wern" sad has come 1o mesn (he uanatural mixing of dements that do
met bebonrg together—a miviag of choments most ofien sead 2 3 Bragic scch-
dent.” While Prackensteln’s monster was e sccident, Shelley's sovel mnplies
that the monstroas is neverthelem a product of sragady 1 is a5 If the vanioss
parts of the boasl, acting ia disemion or dbharmony, create bis insbilty o
Gohere a5 & sulrict,

The step from the traghc monster 10 the traghc mdaite of mesting was 4
shoet one 1 the minciomith century. The Bpbekd whject s never conmdened
ovane froen the vicssitudes of e o of the seporcemioes of usnatural
wmnon. Hlere here s dso 2 aoton of the bady (0 pieves, somchow tmable
Recoene accuratddy swerabled 12100 3 properly foactioning sibjet of CHten-—
the lewn huneing miscegenation that were only repealed & the Unised
In 1968 Thirty yeers lates, the onde forbidden has bocome an uslicly
What I the appeal of such a wubject position (sl peeserniad as mon.
T0ous) st the end of the twesticth conmury?
~ In e coenext of post-Sowict Rusoia, & may be o radical act %0 gt oo
pally reprosers raciel and Cultuedd Wpteidity. This gestare truy have somse
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impact Oft COORKINPOrary political activiem, Az the aseme tene, Uhe W rk Soen 3t
te 10 unds B cocnlaliiag MAMOCY Comenon 1N Ty will iz iontroned

efiorts o populate the Woekd Wide W wilh & vy o bartan trpay Loalend,

the body fragmets s vwaad a8 3 fetal 10 rowke Cultoral ditoronce o AN, a5 a0

cherneni! of Jesire, of Cotmaraptnel e syreodoches qualiny of the frtiah, it nta

a5 4 & purt obgect thal hrws pheasny, appoary ¢ | INIEXAS formmal, veusd Jo

wethon and lreral trancethon of corporesl sgons. Pves 35¢ body a3 whode, mp

roseniod @ perts, S Jaces 2 fetoistn sintuse of Insavowid. as o kaden of

- pud O Tovfy ® (OIS Sovihy, o

P--‘o"yfn'o,lu sabooct sond of thet Aborica e la
erdorced raciad muing, of codeninen. Yet M ertv's St bodhar are proscriied

M part of 3 new anhetypa aocheocmare of dgioasay If the artok wishes s

atadecrace B0 PRy ot the mctaphor of o« Urited netal Natons, then whae ond

of Spdomacy, Ghalog or SN Can taks place 1 thes comten? be the lack of a Sand

4
subiect postaces, & Abeflisg Wt of boddy apper s, endugh %0 ot dulic o Yo
pobe. 20 e sl st 50 BOpe, 2 HeW MMTITONL Coemons s In et

wiet se1 of sedutions » bomg ofiered 20 the sudicrece o6 the maosddl of futore

podal mrchan Desgiie s Cims of anlaberstive consnxtion UNDINA

perpetoaton 3 condrectional. ancrex o soletution of procacly the hegemony B

clatzns 10 CrtQue, and 1t Socs 20 Loelrg s W medog & it modd

I & Offeovat way, tiliog S0 an imagmod ol (MMTRNELY o 3 cor

JrAe o0, arinl Victorie Vesna alao takey wp the vissal metaphor of the bty
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drectare in cornemeocxry capelabsl Calvare, It howees in iy own I al wace

§ PO ON the erm ™ srated” that Bocrencs 2 v RANONs Critxgar of o

porate culture and @ OO 20 ™ Rrem of eRRCSOon Por cuarpie,
with trusery other websings, vititors 10 The Sie Tasl Agrec to recognine s ude
by various copyright rostracDos el daclarmen md bty of labulty-

suding labsty for sapposscmese the awtootse of the body ome oo
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as property abo hus 12 own) hitorcal cranotatsoas, ol oely in the radnoeal
caampier of prostnaton aad slavery, bat sl (0 0 CORtemporary moment when
bady pants, orgam, aod vital tisvee ate Dought and woid on & blach roarket
Pody parts are 2o foe sale in BodhasD INC, sad the more shales e e
sccrues, the taose purts be or she can buy
BodaewC NI o"f:\ recocnira® 1he bures s racy that .'.c;\rx‘d 2 xep
1re -'.'lu..". axstson % bodies threaded l.’l.’n;,'} e “A;\'.'-n'") of lerh
and death certificates, Ceovs formm, sad medical reconds, aad samlaneoody
exmxphininng O sevesdly aad badicrous lims of Cresting selfhood through
the apparanus of checkod boses end o Barow rangs of maudtiple chosces. Bet)
aned death aw sedeced to nothing byt the mechasical ot of hLlling out &
forrs—acoorspaniad by 1he frustration of waiting indcfniely 1o see e by
obiect one Bas coeated 30 3ppear @ & visaal ssoded W MY graphics he procon
of constracsag ¢ body for Bodioe® INC sensitan the oeer Lo the calogotses of
Sentity and ideatifcation akveady sssadandined in the culure o lavge
U he admisistssiive foems aoc 3 sample Slack annd wiiie, divided te vanoun
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threstens o repooduce & tew “Uatscendental” subject that Do Beough
cytenspace, sapponadly free from socil contran whie nevertheboss perpet-
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s erudnipdi ity —a wniversal traoskoor with imerchangrable parnty—reesacts
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